Dear Fellow Lifeguards:

Given the weather this week the question on everyone’s mind
is “Where’s the summer?” And a cold front is predicted to come
through today. Thank goodness for wetsuits.

Still no word from the division of Budget on this year’s sal-
ary. Albany is expecting word any minute now and you will be
among the first to know.

Don’t forget the DRAFT next week at WBH Meeting room
(Saturday, June 9th) and the new hire test the next day (Sunday,
June 10th). If you know anyone who needs a summer job and can
swim get them down. We can always use good lifeguards and the
job, to quote Reggie, “ain’t so bad.”

The good word is that the East Bathhouse Pool is now
opened weekends for the rest of the season (early closing
however). The West Bathhouse pool should “probably” open on
schedule too. Time to start those summer pool workouts. (Long
Course, Yech!)

Brief note on the new wingstands: Either I am getting older
or those things are a lot heavier (or both). I wonder if a stand
could be made with PVC piping. How’s that for a summer
project.

Another brief note on last week’s editorial: ~ Although I
wanted to make it clear that this editorial was my opinion, some
of the Executive Board felt that I was not clear enough that this
was not necessarily the opinion of all members of the Board. Let
me get the record straight. The editorial was my opinion! Some
members of the Board were upset because they felt that I led peo-
ple to believe that this was the opinion of the entire Board. I am
sorry if I left that impression. However, I am even sorrier that |
upset my fellow Board members. As I have said before and will
repeat again; This is the best Board I have ever worked with! I
greatly respect their views and feelings and value their opinions.
I cannot say enough good things about them. Although in my
editorials I call the shots as I see them, I promise this Board that
from now on, I’ll be more cognizant of their views when writing.
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Sctt, our Jr. LG eader, gets the jump at the Rehire

JR. LIFEGUARD PROGRAM

The date is final, Sunday June 24, 8 am — 10 am at the East
Bath pool. Get there early because we are looking at a big turn-
out. Qualifying times are 2:15 for 100 yards for 9-11 year olds,
3:00 for 150 yards for 12-13 year olds and 3:45 for 200 yards for
14 and up. All the lifeguards that helped last year please get in
touch with me so we can get you on the list for this year. We are
also looking for anybody else that wants to help out. We need at
least 10 lifeguards every Sunday (pay status) and also for another
day if needed. (Saturday)

Our sponsors are coming in to help support the program as
usual. Bob Adler, Lou Polumbo, Tropicana, and Adventures in
Advertising are stepping up to help defray the cost to the parents.
Any other possible sponsors should contact me at Field 6 or
516-939-6631 or by e-mail at seafire124 @ AOL.Com. Stay
tuned for more updates and info. Scott

Waiting in line for the summer to finally begin

USLA AND LIFEGUARDING

A Brief History - (Part 1 of a 2 part series)

In America, as early as the 1700s, dories were launched from
shore by lifesavers to save shipwrecked people in distress. They
came to be organized as the United States Lifesaving Service and
eventually were to save 178,741 people from drowning. But as
ships moved from sail to mechanical power, shipwrecks became
increasingly rare.

In the late 1800s, as the problem of shipwrecks was fading,
swimming began to emerge as a widely popular form of recrea-
tion, and the need to rescue distressed swimmers became evident.
The members of the US Lifesaving Service eventually moved on
to become part of the US Coast Guard, while a new type of life-
saving emerged: guarding the lives of swimmers at the beach.

Unlike in other countries, these lifeguards were typically paid
employees of local governments, often organized in a manner
similar to police or fire departments. At first, these beach life-
guard services developed their own lifesaving methods,
sometimes capitalizing on innovations they learned from other
lifeguards. The exchange of information was limited though and
beach lifeguard practices tended to develop locally and
regionally, with significant variations from place to place.

Decades after professional lifeguard agencies had been estab-
lished at beaches throughout America, Australia was chosen to
host the 1956 summer Olympics. The volunteer lifesavers of
Australia decided to hold an international, invitational competi-
tion. California lifeguards and a contingent from the Territory of
Hawaii agreed to participate. The California lifeguards organized
themselves under the banner of the Surf Life Saving Association
of America (SLSA), although they were solely from the Los
Angeles County and Los Angeles City lifeguard agencies.

The event drew a crowd of 115,000 spectators, with the leg-
endary "Duke" Paoa Kahanamoku of Hawaii as the honorary
Chairman. In addition to the Americans and Australians, teams
from South Africa, Great Britain, Ceylon, and New Zealand par-
ticipated.

It was as a result of this event that the rescue tube, which had
been designed in California, and the rescue buoy, which had been
perfected there, were first introduced to Australia. US team mem-
bers also brought Malibu Bolsa Surfboards with them, the first
total Australian exposure to the Malibu Surfboard. When they
departed Australia, the boards were left behind, which revo-
lutionized surfing in Australia. At the same time, the Americans
learned of the superior, national organization of Surf Life Saving
Australia, and thought of the potential for a similar national or-
ganization in their own country.



